Land Use, Environmental, and Utility Policy Committee Meeting Summary

Subject:
May 15th Land Use Meeting Summary

Date:

5.15.08

Co-Chairs:
Chris Brown, Prestige Homes


Richard Bancroft, Drees Homes
Attendance:
(22)  Richard Bancroft, Drees Homes, Lee Bokar, Dan Marchetta Construction, Chris Brown, Prestige Homes, Al Brubaker, McCoy Associates,  Brian Burkhart, Hammontree & Associates,  Ana Burns, Davey Resource Group, Rob Henwood, Summit County Planning Dept., Jeff Keefe KS Associates, Darryl Kleinhenz, UNDC, Tom LaPlante, Summit County Health Dept, Mike Mahaney, Stile Construction, Gary Rouse, GBC Design, Bill Sanderson, Area VP-OHBA, Kevin Skrebunas, Airtron Heating/AC, Dennis Stoffer, Spangnuolo & Assoc.,Gary Stouffer, Stouffer Reality/Fairlawn, Moshe Zarouk, Garson & Zarouk, Dave Ritter, Summit Soil and Water, Bob Warner, Floyd Browne, Warner & Floyd Brown, Joe Mosyjowski, Mosyjowski & Associates, Carmine Torio, Akron HBA, Susan Ralich Akron HBA.  
I  
 Portage County Update:  
Chip Porter of the Portage Soil and Water District could not attend and will be contacted for our August 21st meeting.  

Fish Creek Update:  Ana Burns of Davey’s Resource group reported that there were problems organizing and not much forward movement at this time.
II
 Summit County Update:   Dave Ritter of Summit Soil and Water       reported on the (NOI) currently in effect (if filed prior to April 20th) which grandfather’s coverage as specified under the old permit.   He discussed changes and stressed the importance of being up on the new specs.  Things to look closely at in the near future are increased sizes of sediment basins, sediment storage volumes, public road contracts re: water quality units, provision for offsite post - construct water quality mitigation.  The new permit has some benefits such as weekly inspections, changing to monthly inspections. Visit http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/permits/permits.html for more information referencing the Ohio EPA Permits Program. In other news re: Subdivision Regulations, Rob Henwood had nothing new to report but is hoping for some activity after all a little optimism goes a long way!
III
Upcoming Land Use Legislation at the Statehouse:  Per Carmine Torio, nothing major to report at this time for the Land Use group.  The focus for the OHBA presently is 1. The Consumer Sales Act  2. The Great Lakes Compact.  

The OEPA proposed Stream & Wetland Mitigation Rules/Work Group Update:

Richard Bancroft recently discussed attending a Watershed Property & Management program.  Approximate 30 were in attendance and Richard recommended a gathering on a regional scale would bring about some interesting dialogue. Action: Richard to forward a contact to Dave and Susan.

The Cuyahoga Council is focusing strongly on the storm water issue according to Bancroft.  It would be beneficial if all counties in the surrounding area participated.  Action:  Richard will forward two contacts to Susan.  Frank Greenland, Director of Watershed Programs and Betsy Yingling, Stormwater Program Manager.  Frank and Betsy work for the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District, a wastewater agency that serves most of Cuyahoga County and about 10 communities in Summit County.  In addition to wastewater treatment, the District is developing a stormwater management program which will address stormwater problems on a regional basis.  Their goal is to develop a program that will address the need for capital improvements and maintenance of the stream systems, and work co-operatively with communities on their flooding, erosion and storm water quality issues.
The Grant Funding Application Process was also discussed.  The consensus was that if we could expand this into Portage and Summit it would be highly beneficial, as the issue isn’t going to go away anytime soon.

Chris Brown drew the attendee’s attention to a “hand out” from a presentation that he and Carmine Torio recently attended given by Calvin Rogers of the OEPA. (Available upon request)
IV
     Wetland Mitigation Rule Development:

Ana Burns of Davey Resource Group spoke about the Ohio EPA proposed stream and wetland mitigation rules as well as the recently-published Army Corps wetland mitigation rules.  Ohio EPA anticipates that another round of draft stream rules will be released this summer.  They are unsure of when the next draft version of the wetlands mitigation rules will be released due to the recent actions of the Army Corps. The Army Corps published a new rule regarding wetlands mitigation in April; these rules are effective June 9. the Corps’ new rule does not impact mitigation ratios, but it does establish a more defined approach to preparing a mitigation plan and prioritizes the preferable location of mitigation. Specifically, the first preferred mitigation option is to use a bank that services the watershed where your project is located.  Ana explained that even impacts to les than 0.1 acre require some kind of permit from the Corps or Ohio EPA at a minimum. If you can keep your wetlands impacts to less than 0.5 acre and your stream impacts to less than 200 linear feet (or 300 linear feet for very small streams), you will qualify for a Nationwide Permit from the Army Corps. This process is much easier than going through the Individual 401/404 permit process with both the Corps and Ohio EPA.  She discussed issues with red tape and some types of permits that can take years for resolution.  Richard Bancroft urged that more efforts needed to take place in the education process of townships and municipalities.  He also emphasized the need to effectuate change with these 40 year codes that are in place.   Ana discussed that from her experience, some municipalities require for State and Federal agencies (Ohio EPA and/or the Corps) to issue permits before they will grant approvals for site plans and/or subdivisions.  The bottom line is this according to Ana: “If you want to develop a piece of property where even 2/100 of an acre is composed of wetlands, don’t touch any part of the site until the Corps has visited the site and verified your wetlands delineation.”  Chris Brown provided a point of information about the community requiring a copy of notification (permit) prior to the planning process.  The committee voiced that this seemed senseless considering it simply adds to the time that everything is tied up.

V
     Green Building:

CT reported on Lance Schmidt’s project in Barberton.  The status is that they are still in the process of choosing venders with the goal to start digging by the first part of June.  The goal of this home is to show the affordability to go green at the price of 125k or less.

VI
Summit County Health District: 


Tom LaPlante, Program Co-ordinator from the Division of Environmental Health, presented information on the Summit County Health Department’s rules concerning onsite waste water treatment systems.  He provided Site & Soil Evaluation Form Instructions, a copy of the Site & Soil Evaluation Application Form, and a memorandum for developers proposing a major subdivision for homes that would be served by private water wells.   A handout is available upon request.

Medina County Health District:

Steve Mazak from the environmental division was to attend as they are down to two staff people.  In lieu of attending, a document was forwarded and is available upon request. 

VII
HBA Zoning Presentation at Ohio Planning Association Regional Conference:

Chris Brown made a presentation on The Zoning Process from the Developer’s Viewpoint at a recent zoning workshop and summarized the process and issues the developer must deal with.

     Next Meeting Scheduled for:


Thursday, August 21st from 11:30-1:00pm.  

Contact susanr@akronhba.com for reservations.
Presentations to include:

1. Chip Porter- Portage County Health Department (Tentative)
2. Ana Burns-  OEPA rules/update
3. Frank Greenland, Director of Watershed Programs- Cuyahoga
Betsy Yingling, Stormwater Program Manager- Cuyahoga  

